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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  AAA Directors 
  
FROM:  Bill Peterson 
 
DATE:  February 23, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  Potential Nominations for the Commonwealth Council on Aging 
 
 
 The Commonwealth Council on Aging will soon have 4 vacancies - one each in 
the following Congressional Districts: the 3rd, 5th, 6th, and 9th.  I am looking for names to 
submit to the Governor’s Office for nomination to the Council to serve a four-year term 
beginning July 1, 2005.   
 
 I am hoping to find persons with experience in aging either as an employee of an 
AAA or other community organization, a governing board member of an AAA, or an 
advisory council member of an AAA.  Special consideration will be given to persons who 
are members of a minority group (including African-American, Latino, Asian, American 
Indian, or other).  Persons interested in serving on the Council are strongly encouraged 
to have a computer with email capabilities and to be able to drive (or be driven) to 
Council meetings in Richmond. 
 
 Please have interested persons send a letter of interest and a current resume to 
my attention at VDA.  Attached is information about the Council that you can share with 
potential nominees. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Attachment  
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The Commonwealth Council on Aging 
 
Mission/Purpose:  The purpose of the Council is to ensure that state government takes 
a well-coordinated approach to meeting the needs of older Virginians.  The Council’s 
specific duties are: 

• To help find effective and efficient ways for state government to deliver services 
to senior citizens. 

• To advise the Governor and the General Assembly on aging issues. 
• To recommend policies to address aging issues. 
• To advise the Governor and the General Assembly on changes in regulations 

that may have an impact on older Virginians. 
 
Composition Requirements:  The Council consists of 19 appointed members, and four 
ex-officio members: 

• There is one member from each of Virginia’s 11 congressional districts, 
appointed by the Governor. 

• Four at-large members are appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates. 
• Four at-large members are appointed by the Senate Committee on Privileges 

and Elections. 
• Non-voting members are the Commissioner of the Department for the Aging, the 

Director of the Department of Medical Assistance Services, the Commissioner of 
Social Services, and the Secretary of Health and Human Resources.   

 
Anticipated number of meetings for 2005:  The Council will meet twice after July 1, 
2005: on Thursday, September 8th and Thursday, December 1st.  Meetings begin at 
10:00 AM and end by 2:00 PM.  Lunch is provided at these meetings.  In addition to the 
regularly scheduled meetings, Council members serve on standing committees which 
may meet 1-2 times during 2005.  The meeting schedule for 2006 will be developed 
during the January, 2006 meeting. 
 
Location of Council meetings:  Meetings are generally held at the Virginia Department 
for the Aging, which is located just off the Glenside Drive South Exit (#183A) on I-64 in 
the city’s West End.  Free parking is readily available. 
 
Compensation:  Council members are reimbursed for mileage/travel expenses incurred 
for attending Council meetings. 
 
For more information:  Interested persons may contact Dr. Bill Peterson, Deputy 
Commissioner for Programs, at the Virginia Department for the Aging.  Phone: 804-662-
9325.  Email: bill.peterson@vda.virginia.gov.  A letter of interest along with a current 
resume should be sent to Bill Peterson at the Virginia Department for the Aging, 1610 
Forest Avenue, Suite 100, Richmond, VA 23229. 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Department for the Aging 
Jay W. DeBoer, J.D., Commissioner 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Tim M. Catherman 
 Deputy Commissioner, Support Services 
 
DATE: February 23, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Virginia Aging and AoA in the News 
 
Below are Virginia Aging or AoA related articles that have occurred since last week’s 
Tuesday E-mailing.  These links do not require a paid service; however, some (like the 
Washington Post, etc.) ask a brief survey or registration.  Please note some links are 
time sensitive and can change daily.  Some articles may be editorial and/or political.  
Links are presented ‘as is’. 
 
If you are aware of articles that I am missing, please e-mail me a link for inclusion next 
week. 
 
Virginia AAAs In the News 
 
'Savvy seniors' forum set at CNU in March 
Daily Press - Newport News,VA,USA 
... and Gerontology at Eastern Virginia Medical School. Information and registration forms are at 
www.cnu.edu/lls or by calling the Peninsula Agency on Aging at 873 ...  
 
Virginia Rolls Out New Rural Housing Initiative 
Expected to Rehab Approximately 130 Homes  
…Bay Aging, Bay Aging Rural Housing Rehab, $142,200  
 
 
AoA News From Around the Nation 
What's a NORC? Jewish community out front in social experiment to ... 
Washington Jewish Week - Rockville, MD 
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Virginia Aging and AoA in the News 
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... Behind the scenes, the Administration on Aging of the US Department of Health and Human 
Services has underwritten the bulk of the program. ...  
 
US: AoA Helping Older Americans with Better Options and More ... 
TheMatureMarket.com - World 
The FY 2006 budget request for the Administration on Aging (AoA) is $1,369,028,000. The request 
maintains funding at the FY 2005 ...  

http://www.thematuremarket.com/SeniorStrategic/dossier.php?numtxt=4227&idrb=5&titre=US:%20AoA%20Helping%20Older%20Americans%20with%20Better%20Options%20and%20More%20Choices
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Ellen Nau, Human Services Program Coordinator 
 
DATE: February 23, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Kinship Care 
 
Kinship Care Initiative Statewide Task Force and Information Network 
The Taskforce invites all Area Agencies on Aging to send an attendee to its March 10, 
2005 meeting.  The meeting is scheduled for 10:00 A.M. in the VDA Conference Room 
at 1610 Forest Avenue, Richmond, Virginia.  An informal survey of kinship care 
activities in the Commonwealth will be discussed as well as possible components for a 
statewide kinship care program.  If someone from your agency would like to attend, 
please contact Ellen Nau at Ellen.Nau@vda.virginia.gov 
 
AAA Mid-Atlantic News Release 
A February 16 news release from AAA Mid-Atlantic marks Child Passenger Safety 
Week, February 13-19 by reminding grandparents transporting grandchildren to make 
sure children are seated safe and secure in their cars.  The attached news release 
offers tips to grandparents for purchasing car seats, car safety tips and Virginia laws on 
transporting children.  AAA Mid-Atlantic’s web site is www.aaamidatlantic.com. 
 
Cohousing 
A special report in the January 21, 2005 Older Americans Report discusses the 
cohousing alternative for seniors.  One cohousing community is being currently being 
developed in Abingdon, Virginia for seniors only.  Elderspirit will have affordable rental 
units and homes for sale.  More information on this facility can be found at 
www.elderspirit.net. 
 
Recognizing that many seniors do not like to live with just seniors, many cohousing 
communities have an intergenerational program.  The Cohousing Association of the 

mailto:Ellen.Nau@vda.virginia.gov
http://www.aaamidatlantic.com/
http://www.elderspirit.net/
jtaggart
05-71



 
United States at www.cohousing.net has more information on these communities. Silver 
Sage and Wild Sage, cohousing communities scheduled to open in Denver, Colorado 
addresses seniors only housing in the Silver Sage community – 
www.silversagevillage.com.  The Silver Sage Village offers 16 homes and a common 
area.  Wild Sage will be an intergeneration cohousing community located across the 
street. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: Executive Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging 
 
FROM: Marsha Mucha  
 
DATE: February 23, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Commonwealth Council on Aging Meeting Minutes 
 
Attached for your information are the minutes from the December 2, 2004 
Commonwealth Council on Aging meeting. 
 
 If you have any questions or would like additional information, please let me 
know. 
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